
City of Belfast
Appl i c ati on for Abate me nt  of  Asse sse d Val ue

(Title 36 M.R .S .A., S ection 841)

1. Ap p lican t’s Name: _                                                                                          Date:

2. Prop e rty Ad d ress :

Mailin g Ad d ress (if  diffe r e nt):                                                                                                                                                                                                     

3.  Map  & L ot # or Ac c ou n t Nu mb er #:

4. Cu rren t Assess ed  Valu e: $                        L an d  + $                         B u ild in gs = $                            T OT AL

or                    $                        Pe rson al Prop ert y

5. Wh at d o you  f eel is th e cu rren t M ark et Val u e of  you r p rop erty:

*
$                                                                      (the total value you feel  y our property is w orth)

*
6. Wh at is th e b asis f or Req u estin g Ab ate men t  (please b e specifi c, attac h additional sheets if nee ded):

* Doc ume nta tion in s upport of a ba te me nt re que s t re quire d 

( i. e. r ecent “q ualif ied” appr aisal,  sur vey,  phot o( s) , r ecent  sales dat a of  com par able  pr opert y,  et c.)

Applications must be filed with the Assessor within 185 da ys f rom the date of commitment of the tax to which
objection is made. Filing this abatement request d oes not suspend, stop, o r ex clude you from pa yin g you r tax es
on time prior to the deadline dates. Be advise d that interest will accrue on unpaid tax es, even during the Assessor 's
abatem ent rev iew period, at the  rate  established by the City Council.

The Assessor of the C i t y  o f  B e l f a s t  he r eb y demands und er M R S A Title 36, S ec. 70 6-A, that this application be
completed in full, and the applicant provides all inform ation requested her ein. Ne gl e ct or r efusal to compl y with
this dema nd ma y b ar the ri ght to a ppeal.

W ritten notice of d ecisio n will be giv en b y th e A ssessor’s of fice within 1 0 da ys after the Assesso r takes final
action on the application . If su ch written notice i s not giv en within 60 d a ys from th e date the ap plication is receiv ed
b y the Assessor , the applic ant ma y and s houl d consider the applic ation as havin g b een den ied and the applicant
at that time has  the right to furth er app ea l as provided b y S tatute.

Under  M aine  law,  the  f unction  of  the  Assessor  is  to  assign  a  fair  and  equitable  value  (“just”  value)  to  all

See rev ers e fo r a ddi ti o na l  i nfo rma ti o n 



properties based on market value.  The function of “just value” i s t o equitably distribute the City property tax
burden app roved b y  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l .   W hen assignin g v alues, the Assessor, under S tatute, is onl y allowed
to consider facto rs that would aff ect the market value o f prope rt y. For ex ample, person al ci rcumstances or inabilit y
to pa y tax es, do not impact market val ue, there fore  cannot be  c onsidered for  abatem ent purposes.

W hile  the  assessed  value  assigned  to  your  prope rt y  is  based  on  market  v alue,  the  fairness  of  the  assessment ,
when  compar ed  to  other  similar  properties,  is  giv en  the  most  weight  when  reviewin g  an  ab atement  request. 

*** *** ** *** ** *** * *** ** I M P OR TA NT * ** *** ** *** ** *** *** ** *

Main e law assu mes th at th e assessed valu e is correc t. S imp ly statin g “th e assessmen t is too h igh ” is
in suf ficien t  grou n d s  f or ab ate men t.  It is th e p r op erty ow n er o r au th or ized rep r esen tativ e’s re sp on sib ility
to d e mon strat e (or p rov e) th e assess men t is “ man if estly w ron g” f or one or  mor e of  th e f ollowin g reason s:

• T h e  ju d gmen t  of  th e  Assessor  w as  irra tion al  or  so  u n reason ab le  i n  ligh t  of  th e
circu mstan ces  th at th e  p rop erty is su b stan tially overvalu ed  an d  an  in ju stice resu l ts:

•   T h ere w as u n ju st discrimin ation , or
•   T h e assessmen t w as f rau d u len t, dish on est or illegal

T h e Assessor w ill review and b ase d ecision (s) solely on inf ormation p rovid ed b y app lican t.   T h e mor e 
in f ormation in clu d ed with you r ap p lication , th e b ett er.  B y givin g th e Assessor sp ecif ic r eason s f or you r
req u est an d  ju stif yin g you r d esired  red u ction , you  i n crease th e lik elih ood  of  a f avorab le ou tcome.

*** *** ** *** ** *** * *** *** ** *** ** *** * *** *** ** *** ** *** * *** ***

Appea li ng  the decis io n o f the As sesso r 

If , af t er you r ecei ve a deci si on f r om t he Assessor, you st il l f eel t he assessment is incorr ect, you may appeal the Assessor ’s
decis i on t o t he B e l f a s t  Boar d of Assessment Revi ew ( BAR) . Thi s appeal must be fi l ed wit hi n 60 days of recei ving t he
Assessor’ s deci si on.   Upon wr i tt en r eques t , t he As ses s or mus t s uppl y t he appl icant wit h any i nf or mat i on us ed duri ng hi s
r evi ew.  If , aft er r ecei pt of the BAR’ s decision, the appl i cant r emai ns unsati sfi ed, the appl icant may appeal wit hi n 30 days
t o Super ior  Cour t .

For  mor e  i nf or mat i on about t he  abatement  pr ocess  pleas e  r ef er  to Pr opert y T ax Bul l et in #10 publi s hed by M aine  Revenue
Ser vi ces, Pr opert y T ax Di visi on.  htt ps: // www.mai ne.gov/ r evenue/f or ms / pr oper t y/pubs /bull 10.pdf

I hereby m ake written applicatio n for a batem ent of pro perty ta xes a s noted a nd her eby cer tify that I
have read and u nders tood all th e above. T he statem ents and su pporting docum ents provided are
correct to the bes t of m y knowledge and bel ief. I understa nd that f ailure to com plete this applicatio n
or provide the inf orm ation reque sted m ay bar the right to appe al the Assessor’ s decisi on.

Ap p lican t's Sign atu re:                                                                             Date:
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