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To City of Belfast residents, business owners and visitors,
The City of Belfast has continued to closely monitor the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and
with the guidance from the Maine CDC and Governor Janet Mills, we are now extending our
closure to of our offices to the public until June 1, 2020 per the Governor’s mandate issued on
April 28, 2020 (see below); thus the Belfast City Council, Mayor and City Manager have
decided to take the following steps to provide an appropriate level of precaution for our staff and
the community at large:
Effective, May 6th all City of Belfast Facilities will remain
CLOSED to the Public through May 31, 2020.
We encourage the public to continue to utilize what services they can online, over the
phone, or through postal mail. All City phone and City email contact information is provided
below, and all departments will continue to respond to phone calls and emails in a timely
manner, until we can safely reopen to the public on Monday, June 1st.

Belfast Free Library – Curbside Pick-Up Beginning on Thursday, May 7th, our online library
catalog – Minerva --will allow the placing of holds for pick-up of items from the Belfast Free
Library’s collection.
Hours for curbside pickup: Monday – Friday: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Two easy steps to get your materials:
1. To place item on hold: Search our catalog for items that are currently available.
Put items you want on hold: Place the hold yourself on Minerva Or call 207-338-338 ext.10
between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday.
2. Arranging for your curbside pickup
When you arrive to pick up your items, please give us a call 207-338-3884 ext. 10 from your car
or the sidewalk, maintaining 6-foot social distance from others. Library staff will bring your bag
outside and place it on a table for you to pick up.
For the time being, we still will not accept returns of material. Please hold onto checked
out items until further notice.
Additionally, please take advantage of and explore the library’s digital resources, which are
available from the library’s website.
Some of these digital resources are e-books and e-audiobooks on CloudLibrary and RBDigital;
movies on Kanopy; craft projects on Creativebug; self-publishing and a variety of other
resources on Biblioboard; and a multitude of information resources through the Digital Maine
Library.
City Clerk & Tax Office - Access to City Hall will be closed, but we are now accepting
appointments. Please call 338-3370 to make an appointment, Monday through Friday from
8:00am-5:00pm.
We request that citizens view the list of items below to determine what can be performed online
at cityofbelfast.org, or postal mail. City employees will continue to be available by phone and
email to answer questions of any nature as well as to assist anyone with the process of
performing transactions online with the City Clerk and/or Tax Collector:









Vehicle re-registrations
Real Estate Tax payments
Sewer payments
ATV re-registrations
Boat re-registrations
Snowmobile re-registrations
Hunting Licenses
Fishing Licenses

https://www1.maine.gov/online/bmv/rapid-renewal/
https://epayment.informe.org/payportonline/welcome
https://epayment.informe.org/payportonline/welcome
https://www5.informe.org/ifw/online_services.htm
https://www5.informe.org/ifw/online_services.htm
https://www5.informe.org/ifw/online_services.htm
https://www5.informe.org/ifw/online_services.htm
https://www5.informe.org/ifw/online_services.htm





Dog Licenses
https://apps1.web.maine.gov/cgibin/online/dog_license/index.pl
Marriage Licenses (Mail Only)
Birth, Death & Marriage Certificates (Mail Only)

The items below are transactions that will require an appointment:
 New Vehicle Registrations
 Marriage Licenses
 New Resident Registrations
 Notary Services
 Any New ATV, Boat & Snowmobile Registrations
*Please see below the emergency legislation, that does cover some registration issues.





All registrations, including temporary registrations for vehicles, boats, ATVs, snowmobiles and
trailers that expires during the period of state emergency is deemed extended until 30 days after
the state of emergency is terminated. (The important notice here is “expires during”.
Registrations that expired before the state of emergency was declared would not qualify for the
extension the way it’s worded (i.e. all boats which expired in December). “Temporary
registrations” should cover Maine dealer sales but private sales and out of State dealer sales will
not have a way to complete the registration process.
The extension does not change the registration interval. All fees that would have been due are
still due within 30 days of the termination of the state of emergency.
The online renewal systems (Rapid Renewal and MOSES) are to be turned on for all
municipalities even if they current do not participate and will stay on until 30 days after the state
of emergency is terminated.

All interest accrued from March 18th to May 15th on sewer or tax payments
will be deferred without penalty.

Public Safety – Access to the Police Department and Fire/Ambulance Department will be closed
to all non-employees except in emergency situations. If you have an emergency, please call 911.
Committee/Council Meetings- Following the Council Meeting on March 17, 2020, the City has
suspended all in person committee meetings through May 31, 2020. All City Council and City
Committee Meetings will occur online using Zoom and can be streamed on the City website at
www.cityofbelfast.org. All regularly scheduled Council Meetings will air live on BEL TV as
well as on Belfast Community Radio WBFY 100.9. Members of the public who wish to submit
announcements, questions or comment for the City Council or Planning Board Meetings can
email public@cityofbelfast.org or mail to City of Belfast, 131 Church Street, Belfast, ME 04915.
We ask that you include your name and residence as comments will be included as part of the
public record, and that all comments be sent prior to the date and time of the meeting, with a
deadline of noon the day of the meeting. Please see the City website for how best to observe
remotely for all other meetings.

General Assistance – Anyone needing General Assistance should contact the administrator at
338-3370 ext. 120. Applications will be processed over the phone, email and postal mail. 3383370 ext. 120 will also connect elderly residents of Belfast who are homebound and need access
to supplies, such as food or prescriptions through the Ring of Caring program.
Transfer Station – The Transfer Station is asking that you please STOP your vehicle at the end
of the building (by the office) and wait for instruction by a City Employee before exiting your
vehicle to throw household garbage into the hopper. The Transfer Station will be suspending all
recycling, including that from other municipalities, in an effort to reduce staff contact and
possible exposure to the COVID-19 virus. We ask that you please include your recycling in with
your household trash through the month of May to prevent an overwhelming surge that our
facility is not equipped to handle once we able to accept it. Recycling of scale demolition and
cardboard from Belfast businesses will continue to be accepted. We will continue to accept all
trash from households and businesses. However, payment for trash will be reduced from $3.50 to
$3.00, only cash will be accepted and should be placed in a designated payment receptacle. The
requirement for stickers on trash bags will be suspended during this time. Residents with
concerns can call the Transfer Station at 338-1817.
Wastewater Treatment Plant – The plant will continue operations but no non-employees will
be allowed to access the plant. In an effort to reduce potential staff contact with raw wastewater
and possible exposure to the COVID-19 virus the City is asking that all public sewer users
refrain from flushing products, other than toilet paper, down the toilet. Disposing of other
products can lead to sewer line blockages and plugged pumps that require direct contact by staff
to resolve the issue. Additionally in an effort to reduce staff contact and possible exposure to the
COVID-19 virus the City downtown trash receptacles (except for along the Harbor Walk and
Rail Trail) have been removed, please utilize the Transfer Station or contracted services for
household trash disposal. Residents with concerns can call the Plant at 338-1744.
Public Works – Staff will continue to work, however there will be no public access to the Public
Works Facility. Residents with concerns can call the Facility at 338-2375.
Parks and Recreation – Please contact 338-3370 ext. 127 if you need forms or assistance.
Everything will be processed over the phone, email or postal mail. You may also download
forms or applications from the City website. At this time our City parks and trails will remain
open to the public but we would like to stress the importance of following the CDC guidelines
for COVID-19 even in the parks, playgrounds, Skate Park, Dog Park and trails.
City Manager’s Office – Please contact 338-3370 ext. 110. Everything will be processed over
the phone, email or postal mail.
Harbor – Please contact 338-1142 if you need forms or assistance. Everything will be processed
over the phone, email or postal mail. At this time we plan on getting floats in as scheduled but

request that boaters be cautions of social distancing as the Harbor becomes more active.
Additionally, we have closed the public restrooms at the Harbor until further notice.

Planning & Code Office – Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and consistent with State and City
guidelines associated with this pandemic, the Code and Planning Department is implementing
the following procedures effective April 2, 2020. All parties must comply with these guidelines.
We appreciate your patience and compliance with our decision to implement these guidelines.
1) How to Submit Permits. All permit applications must be received either electronically or
via mail. All fees are due upon submission of application and can be paid by check. Please
call Bub Fournier, CEO (338-1417 x 125 or 899-6856) in advance if you do not know what
the fee will be for your permit. Email applications to enealley@cityofbelfast.org or to
bfournier@cityofbelfast.org. Send applications and payments/checks to: City of Belfast,
Code & Planning Department, 131 Church St, Belfast, ME 04915.
2) What Permits Will the City Issue. Effective April 2, 2020 and continuing as long as the
current health emergency exists, no new permits for remodeling/renovating existing
occupied spaces will be issued unless for emergency repairs (e.g. tree fell on a structure,
broken window, fire, plumbing/electrical repairs etc.). The City will issue permits for new
construction (e.g. new house, new nonresidential structure), outdoor construction (decks,
accessory structures), and emergency repair. The Code Enforcement Officer shall have the
sole discretion to determine which permits can or cannot be issued. All work that is
permitted by issuance of a permit shall be subject to all required inspections.
3

Inspections. All contractors and property owners calling for inspections MUST comply with
all CDC guidelines in an effort to help prevent spreading the virus and to protect persons
participating in the inspection. Further, all contractors and property owners must comply
with the following additional guidelines during any inspection:
a. At outdoor job sites, all people on site must keep a minimum 6’ distance from the Code
Enforcement Officer at all times. Please don’t be on any job site if you have any
symptoms such as fever, cough, repeated sneezing, difficulty breathing etc.
b. Indoor job sites undergoing inspection will be allowed 1 person indoors while the
inspection is being conducted. All other workers will need to exit the structure during the
inspection. When possible, contractors may be asked to provide pictures or videos to
minimize on site visits by the inspector on a case by case basis.
c. No work is authorized without inspections at this time. Existing indoor permitted projects
may continue. However, contractors and property owners may experience scheduling
difficulties for inspections as we work through the best and safest way to verify
compliance with all applicable codes.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall have the sole discretion in determining if it is safe or unsafe
to conduct any inspection. Persons with questions regarding inspection procedures should
contact Bub Fournier, CEO, at 899-6856, or via email at bfournier@cityofbelfast.org.
All other questions for the Planning and Code Office can be directed to 338-3370 ext. 125.
Assessing Office – Please contact 338-3370 ext.122 or 117 if you need forms or assistance. Due
to the emergency, applications for Real Property, Veterans, Solar and Wind (Renewable Energy),
Homestead, BETE and Widow/widower exemptions previously due by April 1, 2020 are now
due by commitment date or by 30 days after the termination of the declared emergency,
whichever occurs first. Please allow for 24 hours as everything will be processed over the phone,
email or postal mail.
Treasurer’s Office – Please contact 338-3370 ext. 111. Everything will be processed over the
phone, email or postal mail.
Economic Development – Please contact 338-3370 ext. 116 if you need forms or assistance.
Everything will be processed over the phone, email or postal mail.
BEL TV – Please contact 323-2430. Everything will be processed over the phone, email or
postal mail.
Belfast Municipal Airport – Physical access to the airport property and terminal building by
the general public is prohibited. Airport tenants, charter and medical transport passengers,
aircrews and medical personnel have full access to the airport and terminal with the caveat that
the terminal is only staffed part time and may not be sanitized following every visit. Please
call 338-3370 x 600 or 603-970-1947 if you need assistance.
Cemetery – Please contact 338-2264. Everything will be processed over the phone, email or
postal mail as the Cemetery is still preparing to open for the season.

The following is a list of City of Belfast departments and how they can be reached during
this time:
citymanager@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 110

Erin Herbig

managersasst@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 110

Manda Cushman

managersoffice@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 119

Nora McGrath

generalassistance@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 120

Jodie Stout

maintenance@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 113

Norman Gilmore

treasurer@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 111

Theresa Butler

cityclerk@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 114

Amy Flood

assessor@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 122

Brent Martin

wmarshall@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 135

Wayne Marshall

jboynton@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 118

Jonathan Boynton

ceo@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 133

Bub Fournier

parksandrec@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 127

Norm Poirier

economicdevelopment@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 116

Thomas Kittredge

City Attorney

338 3370 x 146

Bill Kelly

harbormaster@cityofbelfast.org

338 1142 x 700

Kathy Pickering

publicworks@cityofbelfast.org

338 2375 x 300

Bob Richards

firechief@cityofbelfast.org

338 3362 x 200

Chief Jim Richards

ambulance@cityofbelfast.org

338 3362 x 202

Debbie Heath

wwtp@cityofbelfast.org

338 1744 x 900

Jon Carman

transferstation@cityofbelfast.org

338 1817 x 400 desk Mike McFadden

snorman@belfastlibrary.org

338 3884 x 500

Steve Norman

cemetery@cityofbelfast.org

338 2264 x 800

Steve Boguen

Police Dispatch

338 2420

Chief Gerry Lincoln

beltv@cityofbelfast.org

323 2430 x 136

Ned Lightner

airport2@cityofbelfast.org

338 3370 x 600

Kenn Ortmann

Belfast Mayor and Council
mayor@cityofbelfast.org

207-322-6806

Mayor Eric Sanders

ward1councilor@cityofbelfast.org

207-323-1748

Councilor Mary Mortier

ward2councilor@cityofbelfast.org

207-323-8083

Councilor Neal Harkness

ward3councilor@cityofbelfast.org

207-505-0116

Councilor Brenda Bonneville

ward4councilor@cityofbelfast.org

207-323-0881

Councilor Mike Hurley

ward5councilor@cityofbelfast.org

207-338-1920

Councilor Paul Dean

Governor Mills Presents Safe, Gradual Plan to Restart Maine’s
Economy
Governor will extend stay-at-home order with modifications to allow for
activities and business operations deemed safe
Augusta, MAINE – Governor Janet Mills today presented her Administration’s plan
to gradually and safely restart Maine’s economy. The plan, which comes as the State
appears to be successfully flattening the curve, establishes four gradual stages of
reopening, the first of which begins May 1st. The stages focus not on essential v. nonessential designations like those used to originally limit business operations and
activities, but on the ability of a business to operate or an activity to occur in a manner
that protects public health and safety. As the Administration gradually eases restrictions
on some businesses and activities, it also implements protective protocols, along with
broader additional health and safety measures, to protect Maine people.
To that end, the Governor also announced today she will extend the State’s stay-at-home
order in the form of a new “Stay Safer at Home” Executive Order. The new Order, which
she will issue by Thursday, will continue to have Maine people stay at home with limited
exceptions for already permitted activities, such as grocery shopping or exercising.
However, the new Stay Safer at Home Order will also allow Maine people to visit
businesses or participate in activities that are deemed safe to open under Stage 1 of
the reopening plan. The Order will extend through May 31, 2020 but is subject to
change.
“I am proud of the work Maine people have done to mitigate the spread of the
virus and to flatten the curve, but our work is far from over,” said Governor Janet
Mills. “While this plan presents a path forward for gradually and safely restarting
our economy, it should not lure Maine people into thinking that this
pandemic is almost over or that things will be back to normal soon. The hard truth
is that they are not; that they likely will not be for a long time; and that, with this
plan, we are inventing a new normal – a different way of doing business, shopping,
traveling, and enjoying the Maine outdoors in ways that keep us all safe.”
“This plan offers a measured approach to restarting the economy that
prioritizes what is most important: the health and safety of Maine people,” said
Heather Johnson Commissioner of the Department of Economic and

Community Development. “There is no doubt these have been challenging times,
but the Department will work closely and collaboratively with our private sector
partners to ensure that we are able to reopen businesses in a manner that protects
public health.”
“The Maine State Chamber of Commerce appreciates the Governor’s thoughtful
leadership throughout the course of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Dana Connors,
President of the Maine State Chamber of Commerce. “Our first concern, as
always, is protecting the health of Maine people, and we support the Governor’s
gradual approach to reopening the economy and her Administration’s commitment to
working closely and collaboratively across economic sectors to determine how to do so
safely. Maine businesses are eager to do their part to stem the tide on this virus, and
we look forward to our continued partnership to that end.”
“Maine hospitals appreciate the balanced approach the Governor and her team
are taking on restoring a broader array of healthcare services available to the
public,” said Steven Michaud, President of the Maine Hospital Association.
“There are many variables at play in re-starting these services. We look forward to
continuing to work with the administration on meeting the healthcare needs of the
public in a safe and responsible way. We also appreciate the patience Maine people
have shown and will continue to show their healthcare providers as we move toward
restarting some services.”
"The Maine Medical Association wants to thank Governor Mills for her sciencebased public health focus during this unprecedented time,” said Dan Morin,
Director of Communications & Government Affairs for the Maine Medical
Association. “Her trust in front-line physicians is greatly appreciated. We look
forward to working with her office to keep all Mainers healthy."
The Governor’s plan establishes four stages, focused first on resuming those business
operations and activities which can be conducted in a safe manner. This means that they
involve a low risk for potential transmission of the virus. The earlier stages permit small
businesses to reopen, but only with additional safety precautions.
Progression through the stages will occur month-by-month, depending on the success of
previous stages. For example, Stage 1 will begin on May 1, if there are no new trends that
change the plan. Stage 2 will begin in June, and Stage 3 will begin in July and continue
through August. Stage 4, which lifts the most restrictions, will start at a point to be
determined in
the
future.
A
month-by-month
breakdown
of
the
stages allows for sufficient time to assess the effectiveness of the health and safety
precautions adopted and evaluate the potential need to adjust course.
However, the month-by-month plan should not be considered a hard and fast timeline.
Throughout the process, the Maine CDC will monitor and report to the Governor
epidemiological data, such as case trends and hospitalization rates, as well as health care
readiness and capacity, to inform decisions on the appropriateness of proceeding
through stages and lifting restrictions. If Maine CDC detects a resurgence of the virus,

the State will move quickly to halt progression through the stages and reimplement
restrictions to protect public health and safety. As the Governor outlined in her vision
for restarting the economy, public health considerations will be the foremost guiding
factor in the reopening process.
“The health and safety of Maine people will guide each phase of this
process,” said Dr. Nirav D. Shah, Director of the Maine Center for Disease
Control and Prevention. “We’ll continue to work closely with our colleagues at
DECD on an approach that balances the health of Maine’s people with the health of our
economy.”
The Maine CDC will be tracking three primary metrics in its evaluation of whether or
not to progress through the stages: 1) a downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses
and COVID-like syndromic cases; 2) a downward trajectory of documented cases and
newly hospitalized patients; and 3) the capacity of Maine’s hospital systems to treat all
patients without crisis care and the ability of the state to engage in a robust testing
program. The Administration will also continue to evaluate standards outlined in the
Governor’s vision statement, such as testing capacity and contact tracing, to inform
decisions about proceeding.
The Plan to Restart Maine’s Economy
The
staged
plan
builds on the
Governor’s
current
Executive
Orders, which already allows grocery stores, pharmacies, financial institutions, home
repair services, child care agencies, and car repair services, among others to operate,
and
then allows for
the
safe
reopening
of
those
businesses
not currently operating. The upcoming four stages as contemplated by the Governor’s
plan are:
Stage 1 (May): Beginning May 1st, Stage 1 continues the prohibition on gatherings of
more than 10 people, the quarantine of all people entering or returning to Maine for a
period of 14 days, and the special precautions for older Mainers and others at risk of
COVID-19. It calls for people who are able to work from home to continue to do so,
including State employees. It will also newly require that Maine people wear cloth face
coverings in public settings where physical distancing measures are difficult to
maintain, and continue strict requirements for long-term care facilities. Guidance on
cloth face coverings will be issued in the coming days. Stage 1 also allows for the
limited expansion of certain business, religious, and quality of life activities, with
appropriate safety precautions. These include:
 Health

care from
Maine-licensed
providers, with recommendations that
they prioritize care for patients with time-sensitive conditions; assure the safety
of patients, staff, and communities; manage the use of essential resources such
as personal protective equipment and testing supplies; and pace re-opening
services to the level of community COVID-19 activity, maintaining capacity in
our hospitals for potential outbreaks
 Personal services: Barber shops, hair salons, and pet grooming

 Limited drive-in, stay-in-your-vehicle religious services
 Drive-in movie theaters
 Outdoor recreation: guided outdoor activities (hunting & fishing) and restricted

use of golf and disc golf courses
 State parks, state-owned public land trails, and historic sites; although
certain coastal state parks will remain closed
 Auto dealerships and car washes
Stage
2 (June): Tentatively
beginning June
1st, Stage
2
contemplates revising the limitation on gatherings from less than 10 people to less than
50 people. It also calls for people who can work from home to continue to do so but
allows for employees in certain fields to begin to reenter the office as needed, including
State employees. It maintains the 14 day quarantine for all people entering or returning
to Maine and the special precautions for older Mainers and others at risk of COVID19. With appropriate safety precautions, Stage 2 would allow for some degree
of opening with reservations, capacity limits, and other measures for:
 Restaurants
 Fitness and exercise centers and nail technicians
 Retail stores for broader in-store shopping
 Lodging and campgrounds for Maine residents and those who have met the 14

day quarantine requirement
 Day camps for Maine children and those who have met the 14 day quarantine
requirement
 Coastal State parks
Stage 3 (July & August): Tentatively beginning July 1st, Stage 3 contemplates
maintaining the prohibition on gatherings of more than 50 people and other Stage 1
and Stage 2 restrictions, including the 14-day
quarantine
on
people
entering
Maine. With appropriate safety precautions, Stage 3 would allow for some degree
of opening for:
 Lodging, such as hotels, campgrounds, summer camps, or RV parks for Maine

residents and visitors. The Administration is developing guidelines to assist
them in safely reopening, and reservations should not be taken until those
guidelines are issued.
 Outdoor recreation such as charter boats and boat excursions
 Bars
 Personal services such as spas, tattoo and piercing parlors, and massage facilities,
among others
Stage 4 (Timeline Undetermined): Stage 4 contemplates lifting restrictions and
allowing all businesses and activities to resume with appropriate safety precautions.
The stages outlined above are advanced as a framework for planning. Innovations or
expanded testing and other capacity could accelerate this pace, as could a determination
that certain parts of Maine, such as some rural areas, may be able to ease restrictions

safely. At the same time, a surge in COVID-19 in parts or all of Maine could result in
significant adjustments to this plan and a return to more restrictions.
The Mills Administration does not currently anticipate that it will be safe to accept
cruise or commercial passenger ships with more than 50 people this summer. The
Administration
will
review
this
assessment
in
September
2020. This prohibition excludes passenger ferries
working
between
Maine
ports. Additionally, the Administration is currently working with stakeholders to
develop plans for a safe return to school in the fall.
Establishing Safety Precautions: In order to reopen, various sectors of Maine’s
economy will be required to work with the Department of Economic and Community
Development to implement practical, reasonable, evidence-informed safety protocols
and modifications that protect the health and safety of employees and customers. These
accommodations may be as simple as closing break rooms, providing flexible working
hours, employee training, and installing plexiglass shields, or as complex as adjusting a
business’ sales process and reducing occupancy to ensure employee and customer
safety.
This collaboration between DECD and the private sector will result in what will be
known as a COVID-19 Prevention Checklists. These checklists will identify best practices
for the business specific to its operations as well as general best practices related to
physical distancing, hygiene, personal protection, and maintenance of clean workplaces,
among others. The checklists, which will differ sector to sector, will undergo a rigorous
review process including from government officials, health experts, and industry
representatives. Once completed, businesses that commit to complying with the
requirements on the checklist will be provided a badge to post on their business door or
website, their names will also be posted on the DECD website and they will be allowed
to open. Health providers in Maine will follow U.S. CDC and professional association
guidelines.
Last week, Governor outlined her vision for a gradual and safe reopening of Maine’s
economy amid the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, emphasizing four
principles that will guide the State’s decision-making process, including protecting
public health, maintaining health care readiness, building reliable and accessible
testing, and prioritizing public-private collaboration. The Governor also invited Maine
people to offer their ideas through a portal launched by DECD. To date, more than 1,600
submissions have been received.

