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fAccess to the shoreline is vi

coastal communities. Residents and visitors alike

need access for a range of activities, including fishing,

clamming, boating, picnicking, swimming,

and exploring. One important goal of the Maine

Coastal Program is to ensure that Maine communities

have public access to the shore 8 and that

they do not | ose it.o
0 Maine Coastal Program

Parks and Recreation Commi s s

Prepared by Margot Carpenter, Parks and Recreation Commission Member

This report is a preliminary research project to catalogue publically avail-
able information with regard to Belfastd:
as rangeways. It is intended to be used as a resource for the City of Bel-
fast, the public and surveying professionals as work to protect these shore-
front public ways continues.
While every effort has been made to produce accurate information,
there is no guarantee that something has not been omitted, overlooked or
misrepresented. If you have corrections or more information to add, please
contact the Parks and Recreation Department.



Introduction

The Maine Coast al P rob\Way Bisaovery f er s Fourteen more public ways were presented to City Council on
Grant Programd to hel p c-ofwaytathet i e s March 19, 1996. These were:
shore. In 1995, Belfast applied for and was awarded this grant.

Bel fastds public ways ar e -obwampos Commercial Street
and bridge access points. Rangeways are the historic public ways, Upper Mason Pond
sometimes called town ways, that were established with the first divi- Stephenson Lane
sion of Belfast in 1768. Parish Strout Farm

Highview Terrace
DelLemos Street (action pending)
Mitchell Street (action pending)

RIGHT-OF-WAY DISCOVERY GRANT COMMITTEE *Spring Street
*Sea Side Drive
I n the interest of identifying and *Green Street publ i c
ways, the Public Ways Committee was created in 1995. Their first com- *Lower Mason Street
mittee meeting was held June 28, 1995. Committee members included: *Miller Street
*Pear| Street
Jim Roberts *Hinds Lane
Robert Struba
Lewis Baker *These last seven public ways were omitted from the working list for
J. Douglas Thompson a variety of reasons.
Harry Burns
A A A
On August 1, 1995 ten public ways were discussed by City
Council. On October 18, 1995 references to these public ways were
recorded at the Registry of Deeds, Waldo County, Belfast, Maine in
Book 1565, Pages 68 through 77. These were: On April 5, 2005 Belfastbds rangeways
responsibility of the Belfast Parks and Recreation Department and the
Allyn Street Parks and Recreation Duties were amended to read:
Huntress Avenue/Street
Fahy Street Sec.38-41Duties
Mayo Street (a) The Parks and Recreation Commission shall have the care and
Race Street superintendence of the public parks and range-ways, subject to the
Condon Street approval of municipal officers, direct the expenditures of all money
Footbridge-east appropriated or available for the improvement of public parks and
Footbridge-west range-ways as referred to in 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3853.

Upper Bridge-west
Upper Bridge-east



History

Management Plan

EARLY HISTORY
In 1768, when Maine was still part of Massachusetts, Brigadier Waldo's
heirs sold the land which is now Belfast to thirty-five proprietors from Lon-

donderry who planned to move north
to the Heirs of Brigadier Waldoo W
Chadwi ck. I't included thirteen At Qg

narrow tracts, about thirty-three-feet wide, and were established so that
all area residents could access vital shorefront resources, like clams, wa-
terfowl and fish.

In 1808, eleven of the thirtee
again Aacceptedod as roads.-Nd hle(see we
Williamson, volume 1, page 607). Roads 1, 2 and 3 became part of
Searsport.

n1808, April 25. Voted to ac
the original proprietors of said town; said roads being laid on the sev
eral dividing lines of the several lots of land hereafter mentioned in
the first division of lots beginning at the shore, and running from
thence on said lines to the heads of said lots; each road being two
rods wide on the Northerly and Easterly side of said lines,
viz.:0 (Williamson, vol 1, p.

Today, seven (possibly eight) of the original thirteen town ways
survive. Four town ways (which include Roads 1, 2, and 3) became part
of Searsport and two (possibly just one) have been lost to development.

RECENT HISTORY

1973: Jonathan Beal, interim City Manager, did in-depth deed research
and wrote a report documenting this. This report is handwritten. Another
report, that is typed, undated and without author, is also present in City
Hall. Jonathan Beal either typed up his first report, with changes; or it is a

| ater report that relies heavily o
1995-1996: The Public Ways Committee, also known as the Discovery
Grant Committee, spent many hours researching council minutes, Wil-
liamsondéds History and other sour ce

- or 15-foot swaths were cleared down the center of many of the public
ways.

September 16, 1997: City Council ordered that the rangeways be ex-
empted from the operation of 23 M.R.S.A. § 3032(1) for twenty years.

CONSIDERATIONS:

Each public way has individual qualities. Some are best suited for boat

access, others for picnics, bird watching, fishing or swimming. One or

taancduld beedevielbped for whieedchair &teasn of t he Land
a s Tb fadilithte access, atmod everyupublicevayewdl nded/imploves e p h
wmentsv Boy example, Mbskos tiee eqstsitbel public waysa need tobe r e |

cleared, posted and managed to prevent erosion. Stairs down the

steeper slopes will also be needed for some on both east and west

sides.
n original fitown wayso
r RLANNENG & WIHAT AREATEHE NEXD STERS?

1.Delineate the legal boundaries and type of ownership for each public
! éN%yt Th% Is very |£nPorr]tantrar6dah%sSbee%|r§|t|at8dl, béjtnn?t gogmleée)(/i

wer e once

2. Make final decisions with regard to Delemos and Mitchell Streets.

3. Involve the public. Develop a bright and clear sign system and create
a brochure. Both of these have already started. Friends of Belfast Parks
has offered to host a winter presentation about the rangeways.

0% Pr'boritize which rangeways should be improved first and develop a
management plan. A cost-basis analysis would be help this.
i ni-t

5. Consider sponsoring an annual clean-u p and

a-Rangewayo program

day

7. Work with local groups to encourage their participation. For example,
Audubondés members may want to use
bird watching. .

10. The rangeways which are accessed via Northport Avenue, like
Huntress, Fahy and Mayo Streets would benefit with a secondary sign
on Northport Avenue.

n Jonathan Beal sé6 wor k.

A
I n

the word
irangeway?o

note about
Bel fast,

irangeway?o.
has been u

qwaysArem the first gigision, as wellps al pur esantadgy pgblic @gress o
ways, which leads to confusion. Not all of our present-day public ways
appear on the first division APl a
Wal doo. I n fact, only seven (poss
intact.

To add to the confusion the wor
pears on the first division plan
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Public Ways Today

. Allyn Street

. Commercial Street*

. Condon Street*

. Delemos Street (action pending)
. Fahy Street*

. Footbridge-east*

. Footbridge-west

. Highview Terrace*

. Huntress Avenue/Street

10. Mayo Street

11. Mitchell Street* (action pending)
12. Parish Strout Farm*

13. Race Street

14. Stephenson Lane*

15. Upper Bridge-east

16. Upper Bridge-west

17. Upper Mason Pond

O©CoO~NOOOUITRA,WDNPE

* One of the original rangeways.
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P Public Way

P* Public Way-historic rangeway

J Public Way-unclear status.

Undefined scale.
Hartdale Maps - 2008




Portion of
Plan of Lands to the Heirs of Brigadier Waldo
Originally surveyed in 1768 by Joseph Chadwick




